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The Sixth Sunday of
EASTER



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR HOLY EUCHARIST
THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 25®, 2025

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
The Rev. Cn. Jonathan Myers, Priest-in-Charge: jonathan@ststephens-spokane.com | 509.448.1504
Rev. Elaine Pitzer, Parish Deacon: evpitzer@aol.com
Alayna Biersdotff, Lay Pastor for Formation and Administration: alayna@ststephens-spokane.com | 509.703.2851

St Stephen’s is called, with God’s help, to follow Jesus, and to be a source of transformation and Christian
hope and inspiration to those within our community and those in our respective neighborhoods.
XXX
Welcome! If you are unfamiliar with the rituals of the Episcopal Church, simply let the congregation carry you in
worship. The order of worship is found in this service booklet and the hymns are in the blue hymnal in your pew.
EREXE XS
Parish Discernment Prayer:
Gracious God,
You know our needs even before we ask.
Open our hearts and minds to a deeper awareness of Your presence.
Help us to listen for Your voice as we share our experiences and our hopes.
Help us recognize Your directions and to clearly hear Your plan for us as a congregation and in our community.
Be with our Parish Profile Team as they guide us in the process of discerning St. Stephen's role in Your plan.
Lead us to call a priest who will help us walk the path You put before us.
We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Preceding the service, a singing bowl will be rung as we prepare ourselves interiorly for
worship.

GATHERING HYMN #291 We Plow the Fields and Scatter
SALUTATION

Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ is risen!

People: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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GLORIA Mass for Grace
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COLLECT FOR THE DAY—

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

eed

men.

Holy One, you breathe the word of love and the promise of new creation into the secret places of
the soul, opening heart to heart: in the wildness of your Spirit, uncaptured in the wide world, teach
us the costly way of featless love and priceless peace; through Jesus Christ, through whom God

dwells with us. Amen.

THE FIRST READING

Acts 16:9-15

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying,

“Come over to Macedonia and help us.”

When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross

over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. We
set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and
from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We



remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where
we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had
gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was
trom the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to
what was said by Paul. When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you
have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us.

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people People: Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM RESPONSORY Psalm 67
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May God have pity on us and bless us; may he let his face shine upon us. So may your way be
known upon earth; among all nations, your salvation. R.

May the nations be glad and exult because you rule the peoples in equity; the nations on the earth
you guide. R.

May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the people praise you! May God bless us, and may all
the ends of the earth fear him! R.

THE SECOND READING Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5
In the spirit the angel carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the
Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for
the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the LLamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings
of the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no
night there. People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will
enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the
Lamb’s book of life. Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On
either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month;



and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there
any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him;
they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more night; they
need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and
evef.

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people People: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Celtic Alleluia
# 'P i I i re——— i - fr—
% s e e S ===

my - — p—— ' p— ~_*

Al - le la 1a al - le - la - 1a.
ps N S S — S .
e sr e e e e e
— T e — S —— —

Al - le - la - 1a, al - le - la - 14.

Clergy: The Holy Gospel of onr Lord Jesus Christ according to. ..
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

THE HOLY GOSPEL John 14:23-29
Jesus said to Judas (not Iscariot), “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. Whoever does not love me does
not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. I
have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let
your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away,
and I am coming to you.” If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because
the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does
occur, you may believe.”

Clergy: The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE HOMILY
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

V7. Let the peoples praise yon, O God, R. Let all the peoples praise You.

THE PEACE
May the Peace of Christ be always with you
And also with you



OFFERTORY ANTHEM Crown Him the Lord of All
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE PREFACE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.



SANCTUS

Mass for a Soulful People
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.



THE LORD’S PRAYER
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HOLY COMMUNION

Christ is the Host of this Holy Feast: All are welcome to receive God’s blessing. You may choose to receive wine

from the little cups or from the common chalice. To receive from the chalice, please help guide the cup by grasping

the bottom of the cup. Please do not dip your wafer (intinct) into the cup. Gluten-free hosts are available—please

mention your need for a gluten-free host to the clergy distributing the Body of Christ when you approach to receive

Holy Communion.



COMMUNION HYMN

Shall We Gather at the River
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COMMUNION HYMN #374 Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these
holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal
kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and
serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
SENDING

SENDING HYMN #204 Now the Green Blade Riseth

Thanks to all those who serve in St. Stephen’s liturgical ministries!

St. Stephen’s Choir
Grace Rowe* | Dan Roeder | Cassie Roeder | Maria Roeder | Debbie Campbell | Don Lamp | Suzanne Capstick | Esther
Matuku | Scarlett Hepworth* | Trevor Bushnell* | Mike Henneberry | Ele Henry | Nathan Hoyt*
Logan Shevalier, Choral Director | Christian Skok, Music Director
*Section Leaders

St. Martha’s Altar Guild
Pam Bernardo | Vanita Davis | Lyla Henderson | The Henry Family | Suzy Jefferies | Lisa Johnston, President |
Laura Lindsey | Meg Jones | Laura Lloyd | Pat Miller | Paula Oty | Mary Lou Redmond | Lolita Sutton | Karen
Williams

5720 S Perry Spokane, WA 99223
ststephens-spokane.com | 509.448.2255



