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The Fourth Sunday after the

EPIPHANY




THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR HOLY EUCHARIST
February 1%, 2026

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
The Rev. Cn. Jonathan Myers, Rector: jonathan@ststephens-spokane.com | 509.448.1504
Rev. Elaine Pitzer, Parish Deacon: evpitzer@aol.com
Alayna Biersdotff, Lay Pastor for Formation and Administration: alayna@ststephens-spokane.com | 509.703.2851

St Stephen’s is called, with God’s help, to follow Jesus, and to be a source of transformation and Christian
hope and inspiration to those within our community and those in our respective neighborhoods.
XXX
Welcome! If you are unfamiliar with the rituals of the Episcopal Church, simply let the congregation carry you in
wortship. The order of worship is found in this service booklet and the hymns are in the blue hymnal in your pew.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Preceding the service, a singing bowl will be rung as we prepare ourselves interiorly for
worship.

GATHERING HYMN #441 In the Cross of Christ I Glory

OPENING BLESSING
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer.
People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY The Kenyan Anglican Church
Almighty God, You bring to light things hidden in darkness, and know the shadows of our
hearts; Cleanse and renew us by your Spirit, that we may walk in the light and glorify your
name, through Jesus Christ, the Light of the world. Amen.
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GLORIA Mass for Grace
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COLLECT FOR THE DAY—
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Foolish God, shaming the strong through the weakness of love; turning upside down the wisdom of
the world: may your blessing dwell with the poor and hungry, the grieving and abused; may your
peaceful revolution be our joy and our reward through Jesus Christ the power of God. Amen.

THE FIRST READING Micah 6:1-8
Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your
voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth;
tor the Lord has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. “O my people, what
have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up from the land of
Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and
Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor
answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of

the Lord.” “With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I
come before him with burnt-offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with
thousands of rams, with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”” He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly
with your God?

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people People: Thanks be to God.




THE PSALM Psalm 15
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O God, who may dwell in your tabernacle;
who may abide upon your holy hill?

Those who lead blameless lives and do what is
right,

who speak truthfully from the heart.*

There is no guile upon their tongues;

they do no evil to their friends;

they do not heap contempt upon their
neighbors;

SECOND READING

In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they
honor those who fear God.*

They have sworn to do no wrong and do not
take back their word.

They do not give their money in hope of gain,
nor do they take a bribe against the innocent.
Whoever does these things shall never be
overthrown.*

1 Corinthians 1:18-31

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe?
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the
tfoolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks
desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is
stronger than human strength. Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were
wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose
what is foolish in the wotld to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the wotld to shame the
strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing
things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in
Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and
redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

People: Thanks be to God



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mass of Renewal Allelnia
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Clergy: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to...
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to
him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you
talsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way
they persecuted the prophets who were before you."

Clergy: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE HOMILY
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
7. Let us pray; R. Hear us, God of Glory

CONFESSION Enriching Our Worship
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.
THE PEACE
May the Peace of Christ be always with you
And also with you
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OFFERTORY To give online, please see the QK code on last page of the bulletin

OFFERTORY ANTHEM When The Pootr Ones
DOXOLOGY Tallis Canon
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE PREFACE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Mass for a Soulful People

SANCTUS
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Therefore in remembrance of Christ, we proclaim the great mystery
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE FRACTION

Celebrant:  Alleluia, Christ is manifest at this table.
The People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

HOLY COMMUNION

Christ is the Host of this Holy Feast: All are welcome to receive God’s blessing. You may choose to receive wine
from the little cups or from the common chalice. To receive from the chalice, please help guide the cup by grasping
the bottom of the cup. Please do not dip your bread (intinction) into the cup. Gluten-free hosts are available—please
mention your need for a gluten-free host to the clergy distributing the Body of Christ when you approach to receive
Holy Communion.



COMMUNION HYMN
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COMMUNION HYMN #440 Blessed Jesus, At Thy Word

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
(found by Linda Besse from Grace Episcopal Church, 1 ineyard Haven, M.A)

God of all, we give you thanks and praise that when we were still far off you met us in your
Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and
opened the gate of glory. May we who share Christ's body live his risen life; we who drink
his cup bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world. Keep us firm
in the hope you have set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole
earth live to praise your name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PARISH PRAYER CENTER
BLESSING




SENDING HYMN The Old Rugged Cross
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SENDING
The People’s Response: Thanks be to God

Thanks to all those who serve in St. Stephen’s liturgical ministries!

St. Stephen’s Choir
Sopranos: Esther Matuku | Cassie Roeder | Grace Rowe* | Maude Hales
Altos: Suzanne Capstick | Zenny Chen | Scatlett Hepworth* | Debbie Campbell
Tenors: Trevor Bushnell* | Kelson Johansing | Dan Roeder
Basses: Marc Anthony | Chuck Harris | Mike Henneberry | Nathan Hoyt* | Don Lamp
Logan Shevalier, Choral Director | Christian Skok, Music Director
*Section Leaders

St. Martha’s Altar Guild
Pam Bernardo | Karen Bushnell | Vanita Davis | Lyla Henderson | The Henry Family | Suzy Jefferies
Lisa Johnston, President | Meg Jones | Laura Lindsey | Paula Oty | Mary Lou Redmond | Lolita Sutton
Pam Strickland | Karen Williams

Give Online:




